
Oracle Application 
Express 

The Hidden ñGemò in 
your Oracle Database

Copyright 2011 © Konoso LLC



Tony Jedlinski

ÂTony Jedlinski ïPresident, Konoso LLC

ÂFormerly IOUG Director of Web Content 
and Initiatives

ÂNamed HTML DB (Now ApEx) Developer 
of the Year 2005 by Oracle Magazine

ÂPublished in Oracle Magazine and 
presenter at Oracle World and IOUG 
Collaborate conferences

ÂOracle Application Express Certified Expert



How ApEx works

ÂMOD_PLSQL Package

ÂMike Hichwa (Flows, HTML-DB, ApEx)

ÂDescendent of WebDBïOracle Portal

ÂUse meta data to ñdriveò MOD_PLSQL

ÂIncluded as part of EVERY Oracle license 
(v9.2 +)



Oracle HTTP Server and mod_plsql

Advantages

ÅSeparation from mid-tier for the database tier

ÅAppropriate for Oracle Real Application Clusters (Oracle RAC) environments

Use with 
Pl/sql OR
Application Express 
Listener



Embedded PL/SQL Gateway

Advantages :
Ease of configuration
Included in the database
No separate server installation

The embedded PL/SQL gateway runs in the database as part of the XML DB HTTP 
Protocol Listener. The XML DB HTTP Protocol Listener and embedded PL/SQL gateway 
provides the equivalent core features of Oracle HTTP Server and mod_plsql. Because the 
HTTP Listener runs in the same database where Oracle Application Express is installed, 
it is not possible to separate the HTTP listener from the database. For this reason, it is 
not recommended to use the embedded PL/SQL gateway for applications that run on 
the Internet . Additionally, the embedded PL/SQL gateway does not provide the same 
flexibility of configuration and detailed logging as Oracle HTTP Server with mod_plsql. 



Browser requirements

Must support: 
cookies,
JavaScript,
HTML 4.0,
and CSS 1.0 Internet Explorer 7+,

Firefox 3.5+,
Appleôs Safari,
and Google Chrome



APEX







ApEx Database Structures

ÂDatabase account FLOWS_040000
ïContains the functional PL/SQL and meta-data 

entered for each ApExobject.

ÂApex Workspaces (e.g. konoso3)
ïDatabase account for each workspace

ïContain any objects (tables, procedures, etc.) 
created within ApExby users of that 
workspace.

ÂDatabase privileges apply.



Enabling APEX
ÂGo to http://APEX.Oracle.com

ÂFirst ïcreate a workspace and PRACTICE

ÂThen install or enable APEX on your own 
system

ïPre 11g download APEX from OTN

ï11g just enable APEX

http://apex.oracle.com/


APEX.oracle.comdemonstration



Demonstration

ÂLogging in to ApEx

ÂNavigating

ÂUsing the Data Load utility to import 
Conference Presentations data.

ÂNormalize the PAPER_TYPE attribute

ÂBuild an app to manage this data


