Oracle Forms to

Oracle Application Express
A Migration Roadmap

Instructor: Dan McGhan
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Today’s Agenda

Oracle Forms
Status Today
Why Migrate?

Other Options
NET, PHP, and Java
Apex

Apex Migration
Generate XML Files
Create Conversion Project
Review/Edit Forms Metadata
Generate Apex Application
Manually Update Application
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Oracle Forms Today

Mature and Robust
Introduced mid 80’s
Many major releases
A lot of “Out of the box” functionality
Extendable with Java (PJCs)
Easy to use
Declarative

Leverages full Oracle database capabilities and existing
SQL & PL/SQL skills

Supported
Development Continues
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Modern “look and feel”
HTML based solution

So Why Migrate?

Support (Both Development and Client)
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NET, PHP, and Java

Object Oriented Languages
Could require retraining
Not as declarative (productivity)
Different data types
Database features
No built in Forms conversion utility
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Targets the Rapid Application Development
Community

Business User

«—{ OO0 Frameworks }

RAD Developer Enterprise Developer

[ Jaa

NET

| |

,—| Declarative / 4GL } ‘
APEX Productivity Apps "X
—

Oracle Application Express

Oracle Forms '

/—l Scripting } [

[ |

PHP, Python, Ruby |

f—(Productivity/ Desktop DB} [

R Excel |

Access '

|

Single-user
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Feature
AGL Declarative
4GL Languages
User Interface
Page Layout
Client-side Field Control
Web Service Support
Charting
Locking

Database Connections

Concurrent User Support

Architecture

Side by Side

Forms
Yes
SQL and PL/SQL
Java

Windows and Canvases

Form triggers

Yes

Bl Beans

Pessimistic, Optimistic, Custom
Synchronous

Database connectivity maintains
by user session

3 Tier

Apex
Yes
SQL and PL/SQL
HTML

Pages and Regions
JavaScript and Ajax
Yes

Flash Charts
Optimistic, Custom
Asynchronous

Database connectivity only
maintained for the processing of
requests

2 Tier
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Apex Migration Overview

Oracle Forms Oracle Application Express
Application Application

Import Oracle Forms and
Reports Definition Files
into Conversion Repository

Deploy
Application
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
Identify Oracle Forms . Automatically generate . Manually refine and enhance
Components to be converted Default Application Application Logic and Ul

Forms Conversion Project Management: Track automatic and manual conversion tasks

Oracle Application Express Forms Converter
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| oad Oracle Forms Source

»Run Forms2XML Utility -
~Create APEX Project S (s cortia
7 OLBFile Conversion
Tool

' MMB File
A

Oracle Forms | — % ﬁt/LSIgILeL'brary

b e

~Upload Source Files @ -

Forms Builder
File Conversion
Utility

Forms2XML Utility: P
» Available with Forms 9i & 10g | — | —
»~ May convert Forms 4.x & 6i

» |f conversion fails will need to
manually upgrade first

Reports Builder
File Conversion
Utility

Oracle Reports
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Step 1: Identify Components to be Generated

B r O W S e C O m p O n e n tS Home = Application Migrations = Project: Sumimit > Forms Objects > Blocks

rows[5 ¥(50] &

Blocks 2.

B ¥ Eile Mame = 'orders_fmb.xml %
SeIeCt / DeseleCt Data Scurce Item Databas
Include Hame Title Triggers Hame Eouni E
Enhance SQL Query som  [5.0RD | 2 s 3 ves
Item S 5 ITEM |S_ITEM | g SITEM 1 Yes
S INVENTORY |S_INVENTOFW | 0 S_INVENTORY B Yes
Select / Deselect %
. | Cantrals |Contr|:||s | g 4 Mo
Review Prompts
Annotations
Applicable
Priority 3 v
Annotate seshnesecte

— Triggers, Program Units, Alerts, etc.
Is it Applicable?

Motes

Tags

MNeed to implement a3 & validation

WVALIDATION

Document post-generation requirements
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Step 2: Automatically Generate Components

S -
Form Interactive Report & Form

Home > Customers

Master / Detall oY o 5 (5] e
Tabular Form

Id Mame Phone Sales Rep Name
_/ 201 Unispork 55-2066101 Giljum
I te I I I S & 202 Simms Atheletics g1-20101 Dumas
. _/ 203 Delhi Sports 91-10351 Mguyen
Date PICke rS _,? 204 “Womansport 1-206-104-0103  Magee
H _/7 205  Kam's Sporting Goods 852-3692588 Dumas
HTM L Edlto rS _/? 206  Sporki 33-2257:201 L
portique H Lmas
C h ec kboxe S o7 207 Sweet Rock Sports 234-6036201
_/? 208  Muench Sports 49-527454 Dumas
Rad 10 G rou pS o7 209 Beishol Sit B09-352689 Mages
. & 210  Futbol Sonora 52-404562 Giljumn
Select Lists
& 211 Kuhn's Sports 42-111292 Dumas
. & 212 Hamada Sport 20-1209211 Sedeqhi
PO p- u p LISt Of Val u es f 213 Big John's Sports Emporiurn 1-415-555-6231  Magee
L - f V I j 214 Oijibway Retail 1-716-555-7171  Magee
I St O a u eS f 215 Sporta Russia F-3892450 Dumas

Reports Interactive Reports
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Step 3: Manual Post-Generation Tasks

I_ ] . Triggers Validations
A |Cat|0n LO IC  Program Units _. Processes
p p g PL/SQL Libraries Computations
Windows Corporate Theme
Canvasses _. Add Pages / Regions / Items
User I nte rface Object Libraries JavaScript / AJAX
A n n O t at e Completion Status
. Components: 194
Update Complethn Completed: 155

Fercent Complete: 81.58

Increases % complete
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Track Conversion Progress

Deploy Oracle APEX Application

Create Validations, Processes and Computations
Incorporate JavaScript / AJAX

Create Additional Pages / Regions / Items
Develop Corporate Theme

Generate Application

Identify Components to be Generated

Load Oracle Forms Source

% Complete 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Thank You

Questions?

Dan McGhan
DanMcghan@ SkillBuilders.com
401.783.6172 or 888.803.5607

www. SkillBuilders.com
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